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Introduction: 
 
This paper tests statements concerning patterns of negation in Tyneside English in 
Beal (1993) against new evidence from the Newcastle Electronic Corpus of Tyneside 
English (NECTE). This comprises two subcorpora: the Tyneside Linguistic Survey, 
collected in Gateshead in 1969-70, and Phonological Variation and Change 
(Newcastle, 1994). The full NECTE corpus will be available in 2005, but we 
concentrate here on mining data from a subset of speakers recorded in the earlier 
subcorpus. Our results indicate interesting trends with respect to the trajectory of 
syntactic change across social and regional space, particularly when compared with 
those previously uncovered by Anderwald (2002) and Tagliamonte & Smith (2002). 
 
Two distinctive features will be focused on: 
 

(I) Negative concord:  
(1) They never learned you nowt you were wasting your time 

 
(II) Negative vs. auxiliary contraction: 

(2) I won’t be there this week. 
(3) The teacher'll not tell them. 

 
Results: 
 

• Negative concord is restricted to minimally-educated working-class males, 
indicating social rather than regional distribution. 

• Our findings regarding (II) are similar to those reported in the 
geographically contiguous, though rural, community described in 
Tagliamonte & Smith (2002). 
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