
A variationist, corpus linguistic analysis of lexical richness in Flanders 
 
A number of tests have been developed for measuring the lexical knowledge and use of 
language learners (see for example Read, 2000). Yet, while most of these tests focus on the 
extent of vocabulary acquisition of (typically L2) language users from an applied linguistic 
perspective, relatively little research has been conducted to investigate the distribution of 
lexical knowledge from a sociolinguistic, variationist point of view. This talk reports on 
research that is part of an ongoing PhD project, which attempts to apply and, where necessary, 
adapt existing measures, such as the type-token ratio (TTR), to the lexical knowledge of adult 
mother tongue speakers. A corpus-driven, quantitative methodology is proposed, analysing 
the CGN corpus (Corpus of spoken Dutch, Schuurman et al., 2003) for a number of 
sociovariational parameters such as register, region, and sex. In a multidimensional statistical 
analysis, this research project will attempt to explore possible correlations between these 
extralinguistic parameters and lexical richness. It will be demonstrated that a number of 
methodological complications have to be taken into account, partly with regard to the 
somewhat uneven distribution of linguistic material in the corpus, but mostly with regard to 
the measuring techniques (e.g. the text length-dependency of the TTR).  
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