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This paper presents a study on the use of address forms among Finnish and Finland Swedish 
students in Vaasa. The aim of the study is to find out if there are any differences between the 
use of T and V in Finnish and Finland Swedish. We can assume that the conversational 
patterns are different in Finnish and Swedish (Saari 1995) and that there are differences 
between the address systems in Finland and Sweden (Fremer 1998; Norrby 1997: Saari 
1995). The Finland Swedish situation is however special, because it is influenced by both 
Finnish and Sweden Swedish. There are studies that show that the V-form is more common 
to Finnish (See Saari 1995) and that the T-form is more common in Sweden Swedish (See 
Norrby 1997; Norrby & Håkansson 2003). In this sense one interesting question is: Is the 
address system in Finland Swedish more influenced by Finnish or Sweden Swedish? this 
present study is based on a questionnaire on address usage which was handed out to students 
who study at a university level in Vaasa. The study was inspired by the project Address in 
some Western European Languages, which is conducted at the University of Melbourne in 
Australia. The Australian project focuses on changes in the address systems in German, 
French and Swedish (i.e. both Sweden Swedish and Finland Swedish), but does not include 
Finnish. (See Address in Some Western European Languages 2004.) 
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